Name: ______________________                                        

Touching Spirit Bear
Study Guide – Chapters 1 & 2
1. How would you characterize Cole Matthews at this point in the novel?  Be specific.  
2. In a similar situation, which “punishment” would you have opted for?  Explain why one would be preferable to the other.
3. Do you believe that Garvey is truly trying to help Cole?  What makes you think this point of view?
4. At which particular point in the novel so far did you notice that something is not quite right with Cole?
5. How would you characterize Cole’s parents?  Do you think he is being fair with his judgments?  Do you think something else is happening to make him hate his parents so much?.
6. What do you think is the most important thing in Cole’s life?  Explain.  
7. What is Cole’s general attitude toward life?  Why is this probably not the best approach to living?  
8. Do you think Cole is worthy of this opportunity for change?  Is he capable?  What makes you think this?  
9. What do you think “Spirit Bear” represents?  How about the Circle Justice?  Hint: Think about the circle.
10. Why did Cole decide to light the shelter on fire?  Fresh start at life or control over the situation?  What does this island probably represent to Cole? 
Notes: 

