The Hyphenated Modifier

Writers want to do everything they possibly can to guarantee that their sentences will appeal to their readers. As a writer, you want your readers to “sit up and take notice” to what is happening rather than to “sit back and disengage” with the writing. How can you do this you ask? Well, the answer is simple-use a hyphenated modifier. 
******************************************************************************
What is a hyphenated modifier?
  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

******************************************************************************


Example: 

Before: “I’m not asking you, I’m telling you!” Mom shouted in her voice. 
After: “I’m not asking you, I’m telling you!” Mom shouted in her remember-I-am-the-boss voice. 


Before: You know those girls with the faces. 
After: You know those girls with the I-have-to-keep-this-smile-painted-on-my-face-or-I-will-not-win-the-election faces. 

********************************************************************************************************
Homework: Re-write the sentences below so that they are no longer dull and boring but rather exciting-cannot-take-my-eyes-off-of-them sentences!
	   
   Before: Cole did not want to go to the island. 
   After: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   Before: peter is very quiet. 
   After: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Before: cole does not like to express his emotions. 
    After: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




