from The Yosemite {Journal)
by John Muir

The most famous and accessible of these canyon
valleys, and also the one that presents their most
striking and sublime features on the grandest
scale, is the Yosemite, situated in the basin of the
Merced River at an elevation of 4,000 feet above
the level of the sea. It is about seven miles long,
half a mile to a mile wide, and nearly a mile deep
in the solid granite flank of the range. The walls
are made up of rocks, mountains in size, partly
separated from each other by side canyons, and
they are so sheer in front, and so compactly
and harmoniously arranged on a level floor, that
the Valley, comprehensively seen, looks like an
immense hall or temple lighted from above.

But no temple made with hands can cormpare

with Yosemite. Every rock in its walls seems to

glow with life. Some lean back in majestic repose;
others, absolutely sheer or nearly so for thousands
of feet, advance beyond their companions in
thoughtful attitudes, giving welcomie to storms
and calms alike, seemingly aware, yet heedless, of
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everything going on about them. Awful in stern,
immovable majesty, how softly these rocks are
adorned, and how fine and reassuring the company
they keep: their feet among beautlful groves and
meadows, their brows in the sky, a thousand
flowers leaning confidingly against their feet,
bathed in floods of water, floods of light, while the
snow and waterfalls, the winds and avalanches and
clouds shine and sing and wreathe about them

as the years go by, and myriads of small winged:
creatures—birds, bees, butterflies—give glad
animation and help to make all the air into music.
Down through the middle of the Valley flows the
crystal Merced, River of Mercy, peacefully quiet,
reflecting lilies and trees and the onlooking rocks,
things frail and fleeting and types of endurance
meeting here and blending in countless forms,

as if into this one mountain mansijon Nature had
gathered her choicest treasures, to draw her lovers
into close and confiding communion with her.

Read the passage above, paying special attention to the words in dark type. These are the Master
Words you will study in this lesson. As you read, look for context clues in the sentences and
paragraphs around each Master Word. Circle any words and phrases that give clues to the meaning of

the Master Words.

- -accessible attitude.

advance communion
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Master Words
Place a check by words you feel you know; underline words you don't know.

feature :

“confiding - flank stern

fleeting striking
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