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Participles and Gerunds
Part One: What is the difference between a participle and a gerund? What are some helpful tricks you 

can use to tell them apart?



Directions: Circle the participle or gerund in the following sentences and label the word P for participle and G for gerund. If the word is a participle, draw an arrow to the word it is modifying. If the word is a gerund, write down if it is functioning as a Subject, Direct Object, Predicate Noun, or Object of a Preposition. If there are no participles or gerunds, write NONE.
1. Cracked records were in the old trunk in the attic.

2. The charging bull thundered across the field of red and orange poppies.

3. Working may interfere with your schoolwork.

4. Nobody seems to be very interested in going to the fireworks display.

5. The gliding sea gulls looked like pieces of paper caught in the wind.

6. We crossed the stream by swimming.
7. Studying usually pays off in higher scores.

8. Melinda decided on walking.

9. Ed likes singing.

10. The biting mosquito annoyed me. 
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